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CONGREGATIO SS. REDEMPTORIS Superior Genero/is

Missionaries of Hope in the footsteps of the Redeemet

Rome, 18 Decembet2022

Prot. No. 0000 237 /2022

The Confreres,
Zdzíslaw @rancisco) Stanula, Paul Vihn, Nicolís Ayouba,
Ivel Nleda nha, J arLro Díaz, Larry Luiin y Rogério Gomes,

Wlsn

To all the Confreres,
To the Congtegations and Institutes that arc patt of the Redemptorist Family,
To the Redemptoristine Nuns,
To out brother Redemptorist Bishops,
To the Aspirants, Postulants and Novices,
To the lay women and men associated with our mission and to the Redemptorist

Oblates,
To the Redemptorist Missionary Youth,
And to the gtoups of former Redemptorist Seminarians.

Mpnnv Cnnrstues AND A Heppy NBw YEAR!

1. The year 2022 is coming to a close! A challenging ye r atevery level, but also a yeaf

of leaming for all of us. Living with the insecutity left by the pandemic, with the

horrots of war and violence sptead around the world, and with the uncertainty of
the future, seems to frighten us. We are human, we yearn fot safety and security.

But this is not a reason to be discouraged. Every Redemptorist missionary has tried,

in his own way, to encourage his flock in the various apostolic works he has done.

This should fill us with ioy and pride, not because of our own self-teferentiality, but
to be 

^ware 
that we can do much more and do it better. The fudenptorist is alway

ruîless because of his missionary djnanisn fàunded on the Redeemer. And-when we become

confortable, it is because we are losing this call. IYe must recouer iA

2. In spite of our uncertainties, the Holy Spirit does not leave us alone. We have had

the experience of Pentecost through the XXVI General Chapter which gave us 5
themes to deepen during the sexennium: our identity, our mission, our consecrated
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Iife, our formation and our Redemptorist leadership.' The Chapter concluded by
offering us the theme of the sexennium: Missionaries af Hope, following in the footsteps of
the Redeemer. I[/hat does this meanfor each one of us indiuidualfi and communalfi? How do we

communicate this Hope that has its source in the Redeemer and that leads us to walk with Hin?

In this internvining of events, we celebrate Christmas, a rcahty that deeply touches

the mystety of Redemption and our hope. Paradoxica$t, the Child of Bethlehem îakes

upon hinself allthefraihies of the world and communicates new hfe, the smile of Codfor humani4t.

He conuelts Hope in the human being choosingU"frtt Will and supreme loae.to be one of us. "Oh
Incarnate Word, who became man to Kindle divine love in our heatts, how could
you then find so much ignorance in the heatts of men? You spated nothing to make

them love you, you went so fat as to give blood and life; and how then are men so

ungrateful to you? Pethaps they do not know? Yes, they know, and they believe,

that for this you came from heaven, to clothe yourself in human flesh and to take

upon yourself out miseries? (S. Alfonso Maúa de Liguori. Christnas l\ouena. Disc. I.
Coloquio). This profound Mystery challenges our faith and makes us take a step

further to believe in the human being, in spite of one's contradictions. It makes

us believe that, despite the evil in the wotld, good prevails. Therefore, humanity
has a future, and it is up to us today to make out kenosis flom our consecration and

from the Gospel that we preach. For us Redenptoristg to celebraîe Chrisînas is to remember

(to take to hear't) the profound dimension of our spiritualiry!

We begin the comin gye t 2023 vriththe strength of the Redeemer, bom in the cave

of Bethlehem, and with his Mothet Muty, Our Pelpetual Help. \Vhat awaits us?

Hope! Hope is like a mother tender, she tells us stories, she makes us dream, she

knows how to say "r'to", she cuts the umbilical cord of illusion and makes us walk
with our own feet. Even when we fall, she does not abandon us but makes us dteam

and prepare for the future as adults. Hope does not deceive us! Thereforc,I would

like to inuite each co{rere, all the formandi and la1 peopk who are part of the nission to pra1,

meditate and put into practice the motîo of tbe sexennium: 'Missionaries of hope in the fooîsteps of
îhe Redeemer", togetlter with tbe themes treated in the Chapter our identifri our mission, our

consecrated life,forrzation and Redenptorist leadership. With Spirit-filled enthusiasm, let us

cast our nets into deeper waters in obedience to the Word of the Lord (cf. Lc 5, 4).

If we want to giue a hopefutface to the Congregation, it depends on each one of us. And eueryîhing

depends on personal openness and teamwork. lYe are a single missionarjt bod-y (6 Const. 2), with

our dffirences thaî enrich us, who dream and work together towards a single goal: the proclamation

of Redenption to the abandoned. And what will we ptoclaim if we do not have the Hope
that comes from the Gospel? What witness will we give if we are not able to wotk
together? What words of Hope will we say if we do not believe in what we preach?
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The l-nrd calls us to begin thelearblt makingour kenosis andgiringthe best of ourselues in our
work, in nur czmmllnifl and with the People of God!

Finally, in the New Year the process of restructoring and reconfiguration takes
shape with,the inauguration of new provinces. In the nidst of all this is the Spirit who

guides tbe Congregation. He 
^ 

faithfal and wi// follow eath confrere in this process. But this
process is not a mere forming of structutes. If it were, there would be much more
efficient mean s, as the business wodd does. For us it is a spiritual prncert: exodus, Eastery
incarnaîion, kenosis, distacco, Eucharist, conuersion of heart and mentalifri, obedience to the Spirit
which is nanifested in the halls of ourgeneral andprouincial chapters and,fna/!t,feelingwith the

Church and making with her, as a congregation and consecrated life, our ynodaljourney The

I-ord walks with us, euen if we do not see him. lf,/hat we cannot do is to lose the ability to làt our
hearts burn... (cf. Lc 24,32).

May St. Alphonsus help us to understand the profound dimension of Chrisunas and
with Mary, Mothet of Hope, Our Perpetual Help, may we b"g.r a new year. and a
sexennium blessed by the Lord of the Harvest and Shepherd of the Flock who walks
with us and is the reason for our service to the most abandoned. Merrv Christrnas
and Happy New Year to all!
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Ftatemally, in Christ the Redeemet,

k#ft,?,-.a
Rogério Gomes, C.Ss.R

Superior General


